
 

 

 Denver Sustainable Food Policy Council 
20 June 2012  

10:00 – 11:30 a.m.    
Location: The Gardens of Saint Elizabeth, W. 32nd Ave. between Clay & Decatur 

 
 Mission: The mission of Denver’s Sustainable Food Policy Council is to foster food security for 

all community members and to promote a healthy, equitable and sustainable local food 
system (from production to distribution to access) with consideration for resource 
conservation, energy efficiency and waste recovery. 

 
Co-Chair Adam Tsai Led the Role Call: 
 
Council Members: 

 Adam Tsai—University of Colorado (Co-Chair) 

 Shannon Spurlock for Michael Buchenau – Denver Urban Gardens 

 Jessica George – Grant Family Farms 

 Dana Miller – Grow Local Colorado 

 Ceyl Prinster—Colorado Enterprise Fund 

 Adam Schlegel—Snooze AM Eatery 

 Krista Roberts—Slow Food Denver 

 Cindy Everet for Aaron Miripol—Urban Land Conservancy 
 
Ex Officio Team : 

 Blake Angel— USC Extension 

 Erin Fiene—for Rachel Cleves 

 Tina Axelrad—Department of Community Planning & Development 

 Stacey McConlogue—Department of Environmental Health 

 Susan Motika—Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 

 Jaclyn King—for Jennifer Wieczoreck—Denver Public Health 
 
Membership Committee— Eric reported on the results of the membership survey. 20 surveys 
submitted.  We will need to have an upgraded account with Survey Monkey to be able to 
manipulate data as would like to break down results and add additional surveys on an ongoing 
basis.  While there are some skill areas needing stronger representation, the survey showed a 
pronounced need for diversity and residents of food insecure neighborhoods. The priority will be to 
recruit 6 residents.  The Committee will draft a form for self or other nominations. These can be 
submitted to the Membership Committee, which will review and make recommendations to the 
Mayor for selection. The full SFPC will approve committee recommendations before they are passed 
to the Mayor’s office.  

 
  
  



 
SFPC new member selection  process: The Mayor advertises for, selects and appoints SFPC members and has 
an online form for applicants to fill out. The Mayor may also select from their pool of existing applicants to 
the city Boards and Commissions. The SFPC can forward criteria (based on the criteria the SFPC set at 
previous meetings and the missing skills/representations as evidenced by the membership survey) and any  
specific recommendations to the Mayor. Note that the Ex-Officio members serve at the pleasure of the 
Mayor, are staff members, and thus do not go through this process.  
 
The group reviewed the list of existing members to be taken off the SFPC and replacements to be sent to the 
Mayor and approved. We will forward this list to the Mayors Office after contacting some SFPC members 
who have not been attending regularly to see if they still want to continue. At that point, we will have a clear 
picture of the existing, committed membership.  From this point on, the group approved that any new SFPC 
members will be selected through the application process described above. There will no longer be exiting 
members naming replacements from their organization. 
 
The group approved that starting today, the formal attendance requirements for SFPC members begins. 
These were approved at the April meeting. SFPC members can miss no more than 25% of annual meetings 
and have a representative take their place for no more than an additional 25% of meetings (members must 
attend a minimum of 50% of meetings) or they may be removed from the SFPC by the Membership 
Committee.  
The Membership Committee noted that the writeup on the web site needs revisions, as it doesn’t reflect the 
SFPC by-laws, function and composition. The group the communications Committee to revise it. 
 
Communications Committee—Tina updated on the communications group.  Finding resources to update the 
website have been a challenge. The group is working on securing resources.  
 
Denver Seeds— Blake gave an update on Denver Seeds. The group is facilitating the writing of a white paper 
– a collection of a variety of Denver food system analysis studies. There are several studies being conducted 
to inform this, including a land map survey based on Dr. John Brett’s work at UCD that will address what land 
could be purposed into agriculture, how this could be phased and what the economic implications are.  
Another study by WPM Consulting will review and synthesize data reflecting information on the scope of the 
food system from production through access/equity.  This is using the input the SFPC sent to Denver Seeds 
on the key questions a food assessment should address. Original qualitative data will be gathered in several 
low-income neighborhoods to identify ethnographic parameters regarding the food system. The target date 
for the single white paper is early next year. It will be submitted to the mayor’s office, city departments and 
the City Council. Adam said the draft outline of content of white paper will be soon finalized. He 
recommended that it be shared with the SFPC. Denver Seeds would like to coordinate with SFPC on follow-up 
action to the white paper.  
 
SFPC Policy Strategies—Blake facilitated a discussion of the “Summary of May 2012 SFPC Meeting – Priority 
Policy Initiatives” handout. The group discussed the third tier policy category. III. “Promote K-12…”  
Revised III to read:  “Promote k-12 education on nutrition and sustainable growing practices, linking youth to 
hands on experiences and access to locally grown food.”     
 
Broke into 3 groups, each discussed a key Policy area (I, II, III). From each area, the groups identified the top 
policies to address and discussed how these fit into the SFPC policy priority criteria. 
Group I: Remove barriers and broaden the capacity of urban food producers to get their food to market within 
the City of Denver.  

 Priority strategies (#s refer to summary of May 2012 SFPC Meeting):  

  #5 Encourage use of EBT at farmers markets,… 

 #2a Remove regulatory barriers - Zoning (for sales on residential property, food stands/food 

trucks…) 

 #1 Encourage institutional purchasing of local foods (by the City first) 



Group II. Eliminate barriers and improve access to healthy food for Denver’s underserved, lower income 
households 

 The group deleted the word “retail” from #1, which now reads “Encourage the range of outlets for 

fresh and nutritious food in target neighborhoods. 1c now reads “Advocate for and support 

alternative food models”. The group eliminated 1b, and added 1d “Support expansion of community 

and residential gardens and farms”. 

  The group prioritized #1 a (Advocate for implementation of “Healthy Food for All” Denver Food 

Access Task Force report), 1c (Advocate and support alternative food models)and 1d (Support 

expansion of community and residential gardens and farms) #1c and d are very broad and will need 

research into partners, achievability, etc. However, the group felt they are important enough for the 

SFPC engage long-term to see how we can support growth.  And also prioritized #2, (SNAP at farmers 

markets...), which overlaps with group I recommendation on SNAP at farmers markets. 

Group III – Promote k-12 education on nutrition and sustainable growing practices, linking youth to hands on 
experiences and access to locally grown food  

 The priority action should  be c. “Encourage/promote farm to school programs” 
 
The groups are following up on information needed for these priority policy areas between now and the July 
meeting. They will report on gathered information at the July meeting.  Shannon Spurlock will facilitate the 
July meeting. 
 
 Next Meeting: July 18, 2012. 10 -11:30 Gardens of St. Elizabeth. 
 
 


