
 

 Denver Sustainable Food Policy Council 
14 December 2011  
10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 

Location: The Gardens of Saint Elizabeth, W. 32nd Ave. between Clay & Decatur 
 

 Mission: The mission of Denver’s Sustainable Food Policy Council is to foster food security for all community 
members and to promote a healthy, equitable and sustainable local food system (from production to 
distribution to access) with consideration for resource conservation, energy efficiency and waste recovery. 

 

Co-Chairs:  Sundari Kraft. Adam Tsai led the Role Call. Present:  
Council Members: 

 Shannon Spurlock for Michael Buchenau - Denver Urban Gardens, Executive Director 

 Eric Kornacki - Revision International, Executive Director 

 Sundari Kraft - Heirloom Gardens/Sustainable Food Denver, Farmer/Owner (Co-Chair SFPC) 

 Laurel Mattrey – Denver Public Schools, Sustainability Coordinator 

 Dana Miller - Transition Denver/Grow Local Colorado, Executive Director 

 Josh Burdick for Aaron Miripol - Urban Land Conservancy Executive Director 

 Krista Roberts - Slow Food Denver, Executive Director 

 Paul Tamburello – GrowHaus, Owner 

 Adam Tsai – University of Colorado Division of General Internal Medicine & Center for Human Nutrition, Physician 
(Co-Chair)  

 Chris  Parr - Denver Housing Authority, Director of Real Estate Development 

 Ceyl Prinster - Colorado Enterprise Fund, President & CEO 

 Lisa Rogers - Feed Denver, Executive Director  

 Alexis Weightman - Colorado Health Foundation, Senior Public Policy Officer 
 

Ex-Officio Team: 

 Blake Angelo – CSU Extension, Urban Agriculture Education Program Coordinator 
 Rachel Cleaves - Colorado Center for Community Development at UC-Denver, LiveWell Westwood Coordinator 

 Tina Axelrad - Department of Community Planning & Development, Principal City Planner 

 Stacey McConlogue - Department of Environmental Health, Denver Healthy People Living Program Manager  

 Michael Miera - Office of Economic Development, Community Development Specialist 

 Jennifer Weiczoreck - Denver Public Health, Public Health Planner  
 
Guests: 

 Arthur Ortegon, the Office of Mayor Hancock 
 

SFPC Sub-Committees: (see Subcommittee Handout)         
Membership sub-committee:  The group discussed the proposed membership sub-committee and agreed to establish one. Purpose– 
to ensure the recruitment and appointment of a SFPC membership that is able to fulfill the mission, goals and objectives of the SFPC 
within the parameters of the SFPC bylaws. This group will identify skills, capacities and representation of constituencies that are 
needed within the SFPC, assess how the current SFPC membership matches these and identify the general qualities and specific 
qualifications that should be sought in new applicants for the SFPC membership. It will then make recommendations regarding the 
recruitment and appointment of new SFPC members to the full SFPC and then, ultimately to the Denver Mayor’s Boards and 
Commissions.  SFPC members are chosen by the Mayor’s Boards and Commissions through a formal recruitment process whereby 
citizens submit an application to be selected. Volunteers to serve on the membership committee include: Eric Kornacki, Rachel 
Cleaves, Blake Angelo, Stacey McConlogue. Rachel will organize the first meeting. Please send your input regarding member 
selection via email to any of the committee members. 
  



 
 

Communication sub-committee: The purpose of this committee would be to promote and ensure public communications and 
public relations connected to the SFPC by educating the public and building a constituency supportive of the SFPC mission. It 
would create a public communications plan, craft key messages and design a website. As with the membership sub-committee, 
this group would seek direction from the full SFPC regarding its work including the communications plan, content and options. It 
was noted that the plan should include communication forms and processes to the SFPC from residents and constituencies as 
well as communication from the SFPC. Additionally, it should address community outreach approaches and goals.   Volunteers 
for this committee include: Sundari Kraft, Dana Miller, Chris Parr, and Tina Axelrad. Krista Roberts and Ceyl Prinster would like to 
join within a few months. Please contact any committee member with any input.  
 
 Please contact Stacey McConlogue if you would like to volunteer to join either of these sub-committees.  Please note that any 
SFPC member can provide input to each of these groups and that the sub-committees will proceed with ongoing dialogue with 
and direction from the full SFPC. 
 
Advising Denver Seeds on Community Food Assessment. (See handout with compiled questions) 
The key questions that were submitted by SFPC members were separated into 4 categories, based on WPM Consulting framework 
for food assessment: 

1.  Food and Agricultural Production – Ex Officio Lead  Shannon Spurlock 
2. Transportation/ Distribution – Ex Officio Lead  Tina Axelrad 
3.  Food Processing– Ex Officio Lead  Tina Axelrad 
4.  Food Security, Resiliency and Access– Ex Officio Lead  Blake Angelo and Stacey McConlogue 

 
Three small groups formed by area to discuss the questions and to develop 10 key questions for the area. Transportation/Distribution 
and Food Processing were combined into one group. It was noted that the questions need to be more ‘upstream’ focused: addressing 
the big picture issues concerning our overall food system components rather than those concerning specific programs or initiatives.  
The groups will continue to refine their top 10 questions via email and will send this input to Arthur Ortegon. Ex Officio staff leading 
each group will type up notes and follow up with their group members on developing the final key questions. Please contact the Ex- 
Officio leads above for input on the priority questions to be generated for that area. 
 
Forthcoming Meeting Topics: 

 Provide Denver Seeds with input on recommended procedural processes for the community food assessment.   

 What can SFPC policy recommendations look like? 
 
Next meeting time: Wednesday, January 18, 2012. 10:00 – 11:30 am (at the Gardens of St. Elizabeth)  


