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RESOLUTION NO. 03-2020
Signing on with Support to Letter to Governor Polis Regarding Undocumented Workers

WHEREAS, the Denver Sustainable Food Policy Council (SFPC) is one of Denver’s Mayor-appointed
Boards and Commissions; and

WHEREAS, one key purpose of the SFPC is to “Provide Recommendations to the City on Regulations
and Policies” by identifying and recommending regulatory and policy changes that would advance the
Denver Food Vision and Action Plan; and

WHEREAS, the SFPC is tasked with providing the Mayor and city staff detailed policy analysis and
recommendations that are both responsive to the Mayor/city and stakeholders by identifying
interested parties, identifying pro and con arguments, identifying key stakeholders, and assessing the
impact of the policy and legislation; and

WHEREAS, the members of the SFPC have recommended SFPC sign on to support the letter sent to
Colorado Governor Polis, sponsored by the Colorado Immigrant Rights Coalition in regard to
advocating for more resources for the undocumented community in Colorado, as they are are excluded
from the federal CARES Act, unemployment insurance, and almost all other forms of federal assistance;
and

WHEREAS, the SFPC members voted to approve support of this letter in June 2020;

NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that the SFPC officially signs on in public support of this letter
here:
Dear Governor Polis:

We write to express our appreciation for your tremendous leadership in addressing the COVID-19 pandemic and
for your work to advance justice, equity, and inclusion in our State. We want to bring to your attention an
important privately funded effort gaining momentum across our state that is providing cash grants to the
Coloradans ineligible for unemployment insurance and almost all other forms of federal assistance: primarily,
the undocumented immigrant community. We believe that this is an opportune moment to form a
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public/private partnership to further build on the private efforts that are already underway.

Over the past month, Colorado philanthropic organizations have quickly mobilized funding from the
private/philanthropic sector to support undocumented immigrants with cash relief assistance. A number of
organizations across the state are providing cash grants between $500 - $1,000 to extremely vulnerable workers
that have lost their jobs (e.g. day laborers, street vendors, restaurant and hospitality workers, farmworkers,
janitors, and others), empowering them with choice to address their most pressing needs such as rent, utility
payments, childcare, food, health, and so forth. Many of these workers are in mixed status families (there are
approximately 75,000 U.S. citizen children in Colorado with an undocumented parent), and they are now
struggling to provide for their families. Research shows that unrestricted cash assistance is the most efficient
and efficacious way to help individuals and families meet their basic needs.

We are now well-positioned to scale our efforts. Therefore, we are requesting that you exercise your Executive
Authority to establish a private/public relief fund that is focused on providing direct cash assistance to
immigrant Coloradans who are ineligible for federal aid. We believe there is a clear path forward to form this
partnership in a way that does not trigger public charge or violate the House Bill 06-1023, yet allows the State to
step up to support our immigrant undocumented community.

Our immigrant neighbors, co-workers, and friends are vital to the State’s economy. Their work supports our ski
industry during the winter, our recreational tourism industry and our commercial real estate industry
year-round, and our large agricultural sector across the state. In the fight against this pandemic, we are all in this
together, and we urge you to prioritize supporting immigrant Coloradans with no access to federal relief during
this critical time.

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with your administration to discuss how we can partner with you
to provide a cash relief fund for our Colorado immigrant undocumented community.

Again, we thank you for your leadership in these unprecedented times and are at your disposal to discuss how
we can work together on this collective effort.

Respectfully,

Signatories of this letter

Official Record of SFPC Decision:
Motion: 1°t: 2

Vote: yes: no: abstain:
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