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Denver Sustainable Food Policy Council 
October 17, 2018; 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Location:  Re:Vision 3800 Morrison Rd, Denver, CO 80219 
Co-Chairs:  Anne Misak and Reuben Gregory 

 
Mission: The Denver’s Sustainable Food Policy Council influences policy that fosters food security for all 
community members and promotes a healthy, equitable, and sustainable local food system with 
consideration for economic vitality and environmental impact. 

Council Members Present: Anne Misak, Patti Iwasaki, Turner Wyatt, Nate Reyher, Jenna Smith, David Moosman, 
Fatuma Emmad, Yuridia Bahena, Mayra Olivas, Kristin Lacy, Damien Thompson, Doug Wooley, Neambe Leadon 
 
Council Members Absent: Joanne Katz, Pamela Washington, Brittany Goldstein, Reuben Gregory, Katie Ettman, Asia 
Dorsey, Cory Flavin, 
 
Ex-Officio Team Present: Laine Cidlowski, Jennifer Mooreland, Lindsay Saperstone 
 
Guests: Helen Silver, McKenna Pullen, Maggie Brown, Elizabeth Nicholson, Megan Hrdlickn, Sunny Walker, Lindsay 
Gips, Jennifer Cooper, Katie Guragno, Bianca Munoz, Jenn Kews, Lola Johnson, Alex Murphy, Maddie Philley 
 

TIME AGENDA ITEM/DISCUSSION 

9:08 a.m. 

Welcome, Call to Order, Approval of Minutes (Anne Misak) 
 
All were welcomed, and the meeting came to order. Roll call and short introductions were made for present SFPC 
members. A quorum was present.  

ACTION: The council reviewed minutes from the meeting with proposed edits.  
Patty moved to approve the minutes, Turner 2nd , the minutes were unanimously approved with no changes.  

TIME AGENDA ITEM/DISCUSSION 

9:25 a.m. 

Background on Sustainable Food Policy Council Presentation (Anne) Anne) 
- Anne presented on the background and history of the SFPC its main role, activities, and structure, and its past 

policy accomplishments and working groups.  
- For example, the SFPC worked on an issue brief on mobile markets, which led to a mayoral advisory that the 

Mayor accepted. Mobile Markets travel to locations that lack access to food. Mobile Markets in 2018 is the 
most recent policy issue for the SFPC. 

- Oher SFPC accomplishments include residential keeping of animals, 2011 residential sales for homegrown fruits 
and vegetables, Healthy Corner Stores in 2014, 2015 City Food, City Land Mayoral Advisory this 
recommendation was not accepted by the city, the Department of Parks and Recreation was not interested in 
this effort. 2016 Needed a staff at city level to work on food systems, Blake led the development of the Food 
Vision, and now Laine is our main point of contact on food systems.  

- 2016 SFPC was very involved in Denver Food Vision, a guiding document for local food work in our community. 
For example, an inclusive Mexican culture focus in Westwood is one example of culturally, healthy, vibrant 
(economic aspect) and resilient community food group here at Re:Vision. For example during hurricanes last 
year, our food chains/trucking systems were affected here in Denver, and food was not as accessible as it 
usually was. 

- Anne shared the current policy priorities and working groups for the SFPC. Composting’s Mayoral advisory is a 
main focus through the end of 2018, and City food purchasing standard will be a focus in 2018-2019. 

- How often is the SFPC policy platform updated? Updated annually, the latest version was updated in July 2018. 
Updated on a rolling basis as needed. 

ACTION: No action needed.  

TIME AGENDA ITEM/DISCUSSION 

09:39 a.m. Food System Updates (Laine) 
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- The congressional Farm Bill expired at the end of September, and a new version has not been decided on or the 
old extended by Congress. The Farm Bill sets agricultural policy and funding nationally, as well as funding 
amounts and conditions for the SNAP program, this program (and other programs like Farmers Market 
nutrition) is at risk until a new bill is approved. Reach out to your Congressmembers and let them know this 
matters to you.  

- Livewell Colorado is developing a bill for State legislature around a local food purchasing incentive for schools. 
The legislation is aimed at getting fresh healthy foods into schools, and to help transform the food system for 
both farmers and local kids who would get better food. Livewell is planning to introduce this in the upcoming 
2019 session, and is thinking about sponsors now. Looking at best practices in Oregon, and other places that 
have had these programs.  

- Moose – is there any public documentation on this? No, its still in the development process now.  
- Patty have you worked with schools on this? Chris from LiveWell, – that’s in the pipeline to do that shortly after 

the concept is refined – Local procurement in Colorado has been working with us already and will be more.  
- The Sustainability Summit is coming up on November 29th, there will be two sessions on Food, one on complete 

neighborhood food environments across the region, and the other on the food waste project with the Natural 
Resources Defense Council. Laine will look into getting SFPC members into the summit at a discount, or free 
price if they are willing/able to help facilitate or staff a booth talking about food issues/Denver Department of 
Public Health and Environment. Approximately 7 SFPC members are interested. There was positive feedback 
from the Mayor’s office on moving forward with the Mobile Market task force, Mondi Mason will organize that 
effort for the city. 

- Laine has not yet received feedback from the Mayor’s office on the SFPC’s letter on supporting the Ballot 
Initiative 302, Healthy Food for Denver Kids.  

TIME AGENDA ITEM/DISCUSSION 

9:36 a.m.  

 Working Groups Report-Outs (Turner, Nate, Doug, Moose) 

- Anne asked each of the groups to share briefly what they were working on, before breaking into working groups 
to discuss next steps, meeting planning, and work. As a reminder, each group needs to have two co-chairs. Pleas 
volunteer if you are able, especially for Membership and Communications etc.  

- Moose reported back on City Food Purchasing working group, Damien and Fatuma will cochair in the future. 
They are looking to to refine city food purchases (cafeterias, city buildings, etc.) with the Good Food Purchasing 
Program (GFPP) led in part by the Union of Concerned Scientists, and started from the Los Angeles Food Policy 
Council, but now a separate nonprofit.  

-  The GFPP is based on labor, environmental sustainability, animal welfare, valued workforce, local economics 
food systems values and has mostly been used in other cities for school food programs. 

- Want city to invest in baseline assessment, that has been done in half a dozen cities already such as , LA, DC, 
Chicago etc. SFPC has an issue brief completed already and approved by SFPC. Want Mayor to fund $50,000 to 
do the assessment, and then could put policy/action plan in place. 

- Patty – Previously, has that $50,000 been matched with somebody? I.e. someone else would invest in that from 
an outside funder? We could have greater leveraging power with the city. 

- Turner reported on the Compost working group. They are working on and editing a Mayoral advisory 
recommending how the city should transition from current solid waste removal process, but incentivizing you to 
compost and recycle and disincentivizing you to landfill. Putting a lens of equity in the advisory. They want to 
get it done by the end of the year. They are looking at best practices from other cities and give more relevant 
examples for Denver specifically. City is currently is working on PAYT as a larger policy, currently pay for 
compost now, will switch to paying for trash and not paying for compost.  

- Nate reported out on the Communications working group. They had first meeting on communications, selected 
Nate as chair, still looking for co-chair. Trying to focus the efforts of the group on most important things, 
understand what we’re doing now, what’s working and what’s not and come up with a communications plan for 
the short term (6 months).  

- Doug reported on the Membership group, they are planning a happy hour in November on November 8th, 
specific location TBD, but still need to pick chairs. 

- The meeting broke into the different working groups to discuss next steps and get input from community 
members present on priorities and focus areas.  

10:03 a.m. 
Announcements (All) 



Page 3 of 3 
 

- The American Heart Association Fall Feast is coming up at the National Western Center on November 10th. It 
will included a fall meal, share info there will be health and entertainment, space for anyone to be welcome. 
https://nationalwesterncomplex.com/event/fall-feast-2016/  

- Nov 10th – Sunnyside neighborhood is doing a climate action forum from 9-2pm 
- Healthy Food for Denver Kids - #302, it’s on the ballot. Social media is the way to get the word out, help us 

spread the word to vote, its second from last on the ballot.  
- The expectation is that every group is meeting monthly, ideally these are set times and days, but at the very 

least are posted one week before the meeting (on Mobilize).  (Posted) agendas would be appreciated as well. 
- Laine has offered help with scheduling meetings.   
- Every group is expected to have co-chairs, though only one needs to be a council member. 
- Meetings were set for all groups except Membership, because most members were absent. Doug posted on 

Mobilize for scheduling help. 
- Headshots and bios are needed for the website, please send them to Laine ASAP if you haven’t already.  Bios are 

limited to 60 words.   

TIME AGENDA ITEM/DISCUSSION 

10:55 a.m. 
Wrap-up, Next Steps 
Next Meeting November 14, 2018 9:00 am to 1:00pm 
Meeting adjourned 
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