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Denver Sustainable Food Policy Council 
May 17, 2017; 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Location:  Denver Urban Gardens, Horse Barn, 1031 33rd Street, Denver, CO 80205 
Co-Chairs:  Shannon Spurlock, Eric Kornacki, Adam Brock 

 
Mission: The Denver Sustainable Food Policy Council influences policy that fosters food security for all community members, 
and promotes a healthy, equitable, and sustainable local food system, with consideration for economic vitality and 
environmental impact. 

Council Members Present: Anne Misak, Adam Brock, Shannon Spurlock, Lauren Duncan, Lisa Warren, Turner Wyatt, 
Joanne Katz, Patti Iwasaki 

Council Members Absent: Mya Bea (excused), Eric Kornacki (excused), Nate Reyher (excused), Megan Bradley 
(excused) 

Ex-Officio Team Present: Blake Angelo, Tristan Sanders, Analiese Hock, Dan Goldhamer, Jennifer Moreland 

Guests: Anneli Berube, Laura Lavid, Doug Wooley, Ricardo Rocha, Cory Flavin, Ona Crow, Ben Gray, Jenna Smith, Logan 
Ossentjuk, Scott Clobes, Kate Ruygrok, McKenna Pullen, Katie Ettman, Maggie Brown, Marion Kalb, Rachel Cohen, 
Jordan Pryczynski, David Moosman 

TIME AGENDA ITEM/DISCUSSION 

9:00 a.m. 
Welcome (Adam Brock) 
• Roll call 
• Introduction of guests 

ACTION: All were welcomed and the meeting came to order. Roll call and short introductions were made. A quorum was present.  

TIME AGENDA ITEM/DISCUSSION 

9:10 a.m. Consent Agenda  
• SFPC February meeting minutes, March meeting agenda 

ACTION: Unable to vote on agenda for March because it was not provided one week ahead of time, will vote on March and May 
minutes at the June meeting. 

  

TIME AGENDA ITEM/DISCUSSION 

9:15 a.m.  

Proposed Ex-Officio Support for the SFPC (Tristan Sanders and Blake Angelo) 
• Presentation of proposed changes to Ex Officio support for the council 
• The Ex Officio team is better able to support the SFPC if the council serves as an Advisory Board for the City Food 

Vision and Action Plan 
• Changes to the By Laws reflect the functional change to the council to explicitly support the Food Vision and Action 

plan in an advisory role 
• Another change is to explicitly call out the SFPC role to provide policy recommendations to the City and the Mayor 
• There are other minor changes to roles of the co-chairs and the policy working groups to be time designated and 

facilitated manner by the Ex Officio team member 
• There will no longer be standing policy focus areas but rather specific groups assembled around individual policy 

action items that will need to vet, research, and develop policy recommendations 
• There may be implications with the policy platform we will be voting on later this meeting 
• Turner: Who else is working on the food vision and action plan? Does this shift make the SFPC more like a City agency 

than independent? 
- We might be more engaged in City business and framing the questions that the City needs answered. However, 

the SFPC is autonomous in the decisions and recommendations on specific policy items. The opportunity may 
enhance the visibility of the SFPC and make the other policy recommendations carry more weight. 

• Patti: Does this mean that the Ex Officio team is now leading the policy working groups?  
- Adam – the Ex Officio is there to set up meetings, facilitate meetings, working with a council member to set 

agendas and move things forward. Recommendation is for Ex Officio to “staff” the working groups rather than 
“lead” 
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• Lauren: Will we have the right people on the working group to provide expertise?  
- Adam – We will choose which working groups to pursue as a council and that aligns with the City priorities. 

ACTION: Vote on resolution 001-2017 - proposed By Law changes: Adam read. Shannon motioned, Turner second and the 
resolution passed unanimously. 

TIME AGENDA ITEM/DISCUSSION 

9:45 a.m. 

SFPC Member Handbook (Adam Brock and Blake Angelo) 
• The handbook has been under development for a few months now. It is a guidebook for council members and 

anyone that interacts with the council to understand how we function and what responsibilities the council holds. 
• Blake highlighted the significant changes to the document, specifically the purpose and the section prior to 

membership regarding meeting times.  
• Slight change to the organizational chart to move to a two-chair system (Chair and Co-Chair). Also, will need to 

update the roles and responsibilities for the chairs of the group. Clarified the committee structure to explain the 
leadership committee and the infrastructure committee and their roles. Updated the policy working groups section 
to be in alignment with the new By-Laws.  

• The biggest change to the document is to the function/process section for the council. Outlined the formal steps for 
making policy recommendations and all the work to develop those recommendations. Also, sets the targets for 
deliverables of the council. 

• Clarified how the City process works once we get the policy recommendations. 
• Shannon proposed moving the value statement to before the membership section for clarity. 
• Lisa: What is council member’s role in recruitment of members? Is it a recommendation to the council or to a 

committee that is evaluating potential new members? 
• Lauren: Should we post the resolutions voted on and passed by the council on the website? 
• Patti: Are members able to “renew” for a second term or able to just decide to continue for a second term? 
• Joanne: Shouldn’t the mission statement say something about making policy recommendations? 
• Ruben: How do we communicate questions regarding content of the handbook? How often are we going to address 

changes to the handbook?  
• The handbook should serve as an orientation mechanism for new members and council members alike. 

ACTION: Vote on resolution 002-2017 – proposed adoption of the working member’s handbook: Adam read. Patti motioned, 
Joanne second. The resolution passed unanimously. 

TIME AGENDA ITEM/DISCUSSION 

10:10 a.m. 

SFPC Policy Platform and next steps (Adam Brock) 
• Adam reviewed the process to date in developing the policy platform. The need to take a step back and develop a 

broader vision for the policy docket and where there is alignment with the City food action plan. 
• The current platform reflects some of the shifts in how we will be working on policy recommendations going 

forward. To be more specific to the discreet policy actions rather than the broader buckets that are described 
therein. 

• Adam reviewed the existing working groups and the policy action items contained within each. Noted that we will be 
cross walking the policy platform with the City Food Action Plan to identify a potential timeline for working on these 
policy items. 

• Based on the input from the existing policy working groups and the work of the leadership committee to organize 
the document, this is where the platform stands today and we would like to vote as a guiding working document for 
the council. 

• Lauren – Concerned about the difference between policy and program support for this work. Also, this assumes 
there are financial levers at play that can support the work. Seems that we could make recommendations about 
creating or re-focusing a program but that the SFPC specifically would not run a program. 

• The council can recommend what the end goal should look like and City staff can help as to whether it is a policy 
approach, programmatic approach or other mechanism within the City to get there. 

• Recommendation is to clarify the role that the SFPC plays in recommending policy and not operating programs. 
• Laura – The one priority area not reflected in the policy platform is inclusiveness.  
• Jodi – There are only two policy ideas in the platform that are focused on resilience. Is there an opportunity to add to 

the platform in an ad hoc manner? 

ACTION: 

Vote on resolution 003-2017 – proposed adoption of the policy platform (with amendments, clarify SFPC role at the 
beginning and add inclusiveness with policy strategies, have the correct mission statement) as a working document: Adam 
read. Shannon motioned, Lisa second. Passed with 9 votes, 1 nay vote with wanting the corrected version of the 
document. 

TIME AGENDA ITEM/DISCUSSION 
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10:40 a.m. 

Membership Update (Patti Iwasaki and Tristan Sanders) 
• Explained the process for applying to the SFPC for membership. There are three documents, the boards and 

commissions application, the SFPC questionnaire, and a cover letter. We would also like to get a resume but this is 
not a requirement. 

• Discussed moving application deadline to May 30th 
• We are asking all council members to ask/recruit at least 2 applicants. This helps broaden the pool of applicants and 

strengthens the quality of candidates. 
• We put out a call to council members to participate in the application vetting process and interview process. We will 

need folks to be in person for the interviews in late June for 30 minute in person interviews. 
• Please offer your service to participate in the vetting and interview process for new members. 

ACTION: Council members to recruit at least 2 applicants for the SFPC in this membership period. 

TIME AGENDA ITEM/DISCUSSION 

10:50 a.m. 

Food System Updates (Open) 
 Laura – congratulations to the council for going through a laborious process and coming up with a policy 

platform. 
 Turner – shout out to all the non-members that gave a significant amount of time to this process. 
 Dan – Denver County Fair is doing a farm to table pavilion and is open for exhibitors but also people should 

plan to attend July 21-23 
 Analiese – Cabinet in the community for the City and County of Denver is at the Denver Botanic Gardens on 

May 20th from 9-11am. 
 Adam – is releasing a book called “Change Here Now” will be released on May 27 and there will be a book 

release party on June 1st at the GrowHaus 
 Lisa – Denver Metro Farm Starters collaborative is on the brink of starting the first farmer incubator. This is a 

partnership with Veterans to Farmers and all the producers involved are considering forming a legal entity for 
all the producers in the Denver Metro to potentially house all this work. 

 Anne – Thank you Katie Ettman for hosting our May happy hour and tour at the Food Bank of the Rockies. 
 Blake – OED will be announcing a small food business accelerator program. There are mentors that will be 

paired with entrepreneurs to further develop their small business food retail ideas. 
 Shannon – Working on regulation 84 for recycled water and the stakeholder process could start as early as 

mid-June. 
 COFSAC did not move forward in the state legislature, the bill died in committee. This may be reintroduced 

next legislative session. 

TIME AGENDA ITEM/DISCUSSION 

11:00 a.m. Adjourned 

 


